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Participants of the 5th symposium on the development of fortress cooperation on the Upper Rhine 

A good 30 representatives of the fortified monuments on the Upper Rhine gathered information in the town 
hall of the fortress town of Germersheim about project ideas, funding opportunities and best practices in the 
field of youth exchange and inclusion. Based on the exciting presentations, the participants also developed 
their own ideas for the implementation of inclusive offers and youth exchange in their fortified monuments in 
a workshop. 

Since 2017, the fortress town of Germersheim has been a member and station of the European Cultural Route 
of Fortified Monuments - FORTE CULTURA. The FORTE CULTURA Cluster "Fortress Heritage Upper Rhine" is an 
active group of over 30 German-French fortified monuments and museums in a region of Europe with probably 
the most fortified monuments from 2000 years of fortress construction history. The FORTE CULTURA Cluster 
"Fortress Heritage Upper Rhine" is a best practice for cross-border cooperation to strengthen the cultural her-
itage of fortified monuments in Europe.  
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The symposium was organised by the City of Germersheim together with FORTE CULTURA e.V.  

The participants consisted of representatives of the fortress monuments Fortress Town Germersheim, Four-
á-Chaux and Fort Schoenenbourg (Maginot Line), Command Bunker Hornisgrinde, West Wall Bunker Bad 
Bergzabern, Bunker Museum Dettenheim, Bunker Tour Hausach, Queichline (Südpfalztourismus VG Bell-
heim) as well as the federal fortresses Landau (Büro für Tourismus Landau in der Pfalz e.V. ) and Rastatt 
(Wehrgeschichtliches Museum Rastatt). Furthermore, representatives of FORTE CULTURA e.V., Tourisme Des-
tination Alsace, PAMINA, Association municipality Landau-Land, Vis-á-Vis and the German-French Fortress 
Society Verdun e.V. 

In his welcoming speech, Dr. Sascha Hofmann, 1st Alderman of the Fortress Town Germersheim, emphasised 
the strong Franco-German cooperation with the fortress partners and museums on the Upper Rhine as well as 
the fruitful and valuable cooperation with the Fortress Network and the FORTE CULTURA cultural route. He 
also emphasised that it is all the more important today to keep the memory of history alive and that the forti-
fications serve as places of remembrance for information and learning from history. 

Frauke Vos-Firnkes, Head of the Germersheim Tourist Office and Vice-President of FORTE CULTURA e.V., in-
formed the participants about the extensive activities and results since the last meeting in 2021. The spectrum 
of activities ranged from numerous working group meetings to participation in trade fairs and presentations 
at international conferences. The travelling exhibition on the fortress heritage of the Upper Rhine over the last 
350 years is a good example of successful fortress cooperation on the Upper Rhine. 

Dirk Röder, Vice President FORTE CULTURA e.V., added the activities of the fortress network. These include 
the steady growth in membership, especially also on the Upper Rhine, the European Fortress Summer 2022, 
the International Fortress Conference Terezín (CZ) with successful activities in the FORTE CULTURA cluster 
"Cultural Heritage Elbe Fortresses", successful EU projects such as FORTITUDE as well as new marketing tools 
of the Cultural Route and its stations. He highlighted the initiative started by EFFORTS and FORTE CULTURA in 
Terezín to create fortification partnerships between Ukrainian and non-Ukrainian fortification sites, in which, 
among others, the Hornisgrinde has connected with a bunker of the Arpad Line.  

He also gave an outlook on the upcoming dates:  

• 15-16 September 2022 Symposium Forte Marghera, Venice (IT)  

• 6-7 October 2022 EFFORTS Congress, Kaunas (LT)  

• 7 December 2022 FORTE CULTURA General Assembly 2022 (Online)  

• March 2023 FORTE CULTURA Tourism and Guide Congress 2023, Sibenik (HR) incl. launch EFS2023 
and FORTE CULTURA General Assembly 2023 

 

Accessible fortress tourism with FORTE CULTURA 
Dirk Röder gave an overview of the topic of inclusion and how barriers can be removed so that all people can 
experience the fascinating cultural heritage of the fortified monuments. In particular, he addressed the needs 
of people with walking disabilities, hearing disabilities, visual disabilities and intellectual disabilities. It was 
shown that even small adaptations can have a big impact. He also presented some interesting funding pro-
grammes that support the removal of barriers, e.g. Aktion Mensch Lottery for Germany. He also emphasised 
that inclusive projects should always include people with disabilities who should ultimately benefit from them: 
"Not about us, without us". 
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Fortress Inclusive - in the City of Germersheim 
Frauke Vos-Firnkes supported the previous contribution with figures and statistics on the travel behaviour of 
people with disabilities. She then presented the completed Aktion Mensch project "Durchblick - Festung Ger-
mersheim Erkennen", in which a tour for visually impaired and blind people was established with € 5,000 in 
the fortress town, as well as the recently approved follow-up project to expand this tour. She also reported on 
the model project "Tourism for All", in which a barrier-free footpath guidance system is to be established in 
Germersheim. 

In this context, she also referred to the nationwide uniform label-
ling system for accessibility.  

In the lively discussions during the following break, Fabienne Fess-
ler, Alsace Destination Tourisme (ADT), reported on a similar 
labelling and categorisation system for accessible tourism in 
France. FORTE CULTURA will test these systems for implementation in the member fortresses and integrate 
them into the tourism catalogue currently being developed. In this way, it should be possible to create inclusive 
fortress itineraries with FORTE CULTURA in the short term. 

 

Fortress and Museum - Examples and Perspectives on the Upper Rhine 
"Fortresses and their museums can be extracurricular places of learning for young and old and exert a great 
power of fascination!"  

Dr. Alexander Jordan, Director of the Wehrgeschichtliches Museum Rastatt, spoke on the possibilities of con-
veying military and social history aspects of fortress construction in fortress museums.  

He went into the tasks, challenges and perspectives of museum history education and presented interesting 
examples of the creative communication of history to children and young people, e.g. via games or the "Schüler 
führen Schüler" programme. 

 

Dissonant cultural heritage fortress sites 
Dr Bernd Klesmann, Museum and Archive Director of the City of Kaiserslautern, used the example of a relic of 
a blown-up gate of the former Kaiserslautern fortress to explain the dissonance of the cultural heritage of 
fortress monuments, which always also stand for military events and heavy human fates. He explained how 
the tragic history of the city of Kaiserslautern during the 30 Years' War can be conveyed in an exciting and vivid 
way by means of only one object. 

 

International Youth Exchange and Political History Education 
Peter Runck, Internationaler Bauorden, conveyed the many possibilities of international youth encounters 
based on practical work, accompanied by an introductory and study part. So-called "work camp organisations" 
like the Internationaler Bauorden carry out construction projects at many locations in Europe, e.g. Srebrenica. 
Here, international youth groups come together for 2-4 weeks to rebuild houses destroyed in the war, for 
example, in daily work. It should be examined how the cultural heritage of the fortress monuments, which 
requires intensive renovation, can also cooperate with these organisations and inspire young people.  
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Furthermore, Mr Runck presented the app Actionbound, in which sites can set up their own virtual treasure 
hunts, instructive guided tours or digital city rallies, e.g. to convey historical facts to young people in a playful 
way. FORTE CULTURA has contacted Actionbound to explore the possibilities for fortress monuments and to 
discuss possible framework conditions for network members. 

 
International youth, school and educational work of the Volksbund 
Carsten Baus, Managing Director of the Rhineland-Palatinate branch of the German War Graves Commission 
(Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgräberfürsorge e.V.) spoke about the international youth encounters at the war 
gravesites of the War Graves Commission. For the Upper Rhine region, he referred to the war gravesite at 
Niederbronn-les-Bains near Wissembourg with over 15,000 war dead. Through the care of graves, the reap-
praisal of biographies or educational projects, young people deal intensively with the consequences of war and 
receive well-founded knowledge about it. Linking the past and the present is an important element in the 
sustainable transfer of knowledge. He also referred to the Foundation for Remembrance and Peace, which 
supports youth exchange projects, for example. 

 

Workshop Youth Exchange on the Fortified Heritage of the Upper Rhine 
Dirk Röder, spoke in a short initiative presentation on the basis of two project applications (Forts Unchained 
and Shalom Oder-Warthe) in the EU CERV programme about cross-border cooperation to convey history and 
dissonant cultural heritage to young people.  

In the workshop that followed, various project teams developed ideas for projects for the youth exchange and 
beyond based on the fortress heritage of the Upper Rhine, including: 

 Youth exchange on German-French topics for a bilateral exchange, e.g. geology, fortresses, religion, 
rivers of the region and their significance, adventure day 

 Educational material for schools 

 Teacher training courses, teacher handouts 

 Pupils lead pupils  
through dialogue and knowledge transfer Developing historical awareness; effect of educating young 
people for e.g. fortress associations and museums 

 History suitcase  
Elements for storytelling in a suitcase (physical and/or digital); for different target groups 

 Timeline 
"Signposting" at fortress sites in a region, integrating the local monuments and events into the supra-
regional historical context by means of a time bar 

 Environmental catalogue Fortress 
Put together simple actions for the fortresses in tourism and culture 
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Travel development and guided tours with FORTE CULTURA 
In the final presentation, Dirk Röder presented the results in the field of tour development and guided tours 
with FORTE CULTURA since the last symposium in 2021. He presented new FORTE CULTURA certified guides 
and their tour offers in the FORTE CULTURA layout, e.g. Michael Walther. 

Furthermore, he presented the new travel distribution platform of Martin Kaule Reise- und Service GmbH, 
which in future will also include FORTE CULTURA trips, e.g. the 5-day educational trip to the fortress heritage 
of the Upper Rhine, which was jointly developed last year on the basis of the online questionnaires and is 
expected to be carried out by Michael Walter as a tour guide from spring 2023.  

However, the platform also offers the possibility of setting up individual travel modules, e.g. a guided tour or 
an event. FORTE CULTURA is currently working on a framework agreement for its members.  

 

The presentations of the speakers are available on the FORTE CULTURA website:  

 

Gez. September 2022 

Dirk Röder, Frauke Vos-Firnkes 
FORTE CULTURA e.V. – Network of the European cultural Route of Fortfied Monuments 

 

 
 

 

 

 


